
SELF-GUIDED TOUR

OF THE ORIGINAL

WATKINS GLEN

GRAND PRIX 

CIRCUIT

The first post-World War II road race in the United States

waved the green flag on Oct. 2, 1948, in Watkins Glen. The

original 6.6-mile circuit is on the National Register of

Historic Places, and anyone can drive it today at a slower

speed to get a feel for what it was like for those early

racers. 

HOW TO DRIVE THE OLD CIRCUIT:

Facing south, begin at the Start/Finish Line on Franklin Street

(Rt. 14), in front of  the Schuyler County Courthouse between

9  and 10  streets. Drive ¼ mile to Old Corning Hill Road (Rt.

329) and turn right up the steep hill. Keep to the right,

continuing through the White House ‘S” to School House

Corner. Take a sharp right downhill into White’s Hollow to

cross Cornett’s Stone Bridge and continue on, following the

serpentine road to Archy Smith’s Corner. Turn right on to

Station Road (Rt. 409), going down the straight and over the

railroad tracks. Continue this mile-long descent into the village,

turning right onto Franklin Street and back to the Start/Finish

Line. 
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                 A BRIEF HISTORY

American road racing was revived in Watkins Glen, N.Y.,

on Oct. 2, 1948, with the first road race run since before

World War II. The 6.6-mile circuit ran through the village

streets, starting and ending in front of  the Schuyler

County Courthouse. To close the public roads for the

race, permits were required from six government entities:

the state, county, village, towns of  Reading and Dix, and

the New York State Parks Commission. A permit from

the New York Central Railroad was also needed because

the trains were halted during the races, as the course

crossed the tracks. This circuit was used for races from

1948 to 1952. The roadways that were used remain public

roads today, permitting a complete tour of  the original

circuit. For those who were here in the early days, it is a

sentimental journey. For those who have never been here

before, it is a lesson in motorsports history.

       PRESERVING THE HISTORY

1988: The Watkins-Montour Rotary Club establishes the

yellow brick posts at the Start/Finish Line to honor the

40  anniversary of  the first Watkins Glen Grand Prix.
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1989: The Watkins Glen Grand Prix Historical

Committee, working with the village, New York State

Parks Commission, and Watkins Glen International,

creates the three panels of  historical racing information at

the Start/Finish Line. 

1990: The Glen Region of  the Sports Car Club of

America and the Watkins Glen Grand Prix Historical

Committee place eight signs along the circuit locating

significant landmarks. The signs closely duplicate the

original signs placed there in 1949 by the New York State

Highway Department. 

2002: Through the efforts of  the Watkins Glen Grand

Prix Historical Committee, the original circuit is accepted

onto the National Register of  Historic Places and the

New York State Register of  Historic Places. 

Places To Visit 



     CIRCUIT LANDMARKS 

WHITE HOUSE ‘S”

1.3 miles from the Start/Finish Line. This marks a series

of  uphill curves near where a white house stood in 1948.

The house no longer exists. The name takes poetic

license from White House Corner at the Le Mans circuit

in France. 

THE COLLIER MONUMENT 

2.3 miles from the Start/Finish Line sits a huge native

granite boulder on which a bronze plaque bears the

legends: “Samuel Carnes Collier 1912-1950 crashed here

while leading the Grand Prix-1950. Miles Collier 1914-

1954 Winner: Grand Prix-1949”

SCHOOL HOUSE CORNER

2.7 miles from the Start/Finish Line, at the start of  the

dramatic, abrupt descent into the State Park. On a knoll

on the southwest corner is a structure that was a one-

room school in 1948. Remodeled, it is now a private

residence.

CORNETT’S STONE BRIDGE

3 miles from the Start/Finish Line. During the 1948

Junior Prix, Denver Cornett flipped his MG into the

creek. He rolled it back over, borrowed parts from his

fellow competitors, and was ready to race in the Grand

Prix. He finished seventh. 

The goal of  the Committee is to

preserve the history of  road racing at

Watkins Glen particularly the history of

the 6.6-mile original circuit and its

relationship to the Village of  Watkins

Glen. The committee is affiliated with

the International Motor Racing

Research Center at Watkins Glen. 

WATKINS GLEN GRAND PRIX

    HISTORICAL COMMITTE

ARCHY SMITH’S CORNER

3.7 miles from the Start/Finish Line. The stucco

house on the corner belonged to a dairy farmer

named Archy Smith. 

RAILROAD STRAIGHT

4 miles from the Start/Finish Line. There was a

dirt road in 1948. Beyond the trees lining the

south side of  the road is a sheer cliff  that drops to

the bottom of  the Glen. Cars went at a maximum

speed on this stretch, braking for the bump at the

railroad tracks that often-sent vehicles airborne. 

FRIAR’S CURVE

5 miles from the Start/Finish Line. The descent

into the village begins here. It received its

romantic name because it borders land once

owned by the Franciscan Brothers. 

BIG BEND

5.4 miles from the Start/Finish Line. It presents

an inspiring view of  Seneca Lake harbor, offering

a breathtaking experience for the driver, with

maximum speeds on the downhill descent. 

MILLIKEN’S CORNER

6.2 miles from the Start/Finish Line. It was here

in 1948 that William Milliken of  Buffalo, N.Y.,

overturned his Bugatti. He crawled out unharmed

to the applause of  spectators across the street. 

 

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR RACING

RESEARCH CENTER

Established in 1998, the IMRRC is

dedicated to the preservation of global

motorsports history. The Center is

unique in the world for our vast

collections of motorsports books,

films, art, photographs, and more. The

Center is open to visitors year-round.

We are located at 610 South Decatur

Street, Watkins Glen, NY. 
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