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Get Through the Night - Tomorrow We Go Racing!
Rolex 24 At Daytona

Daytona International Speedway, FL -
January 29, 2023 - The 61st annual Rolex 24
Race sports car race attracted a full capacity entry
list of 61 cars and yet another record crowd of
avid fans. In fact, supplies of merchandise and
programs designed and ordered in estimated
guantities months before January were exhausted
by Saturday morning of a two-day event. The
crowds were impressive in the paddock and in
the stands. The lines of hungry and thirsty
customers triggered broad smiles for the food
and drink vendors.

Wearing my ID and other paraphernalia
necessary for my work in Daytona's Media Center,
I miss only one thing - my Dad who accompanied
me 24 years ago in 1999. Papi introduced me to
sports car racing in my childhood in Havana many
decades ago. In 2018, to close that circle of three
generations of sports car racing affinity, | took my
two sons to the race; they were in awe. My Dad
passed away on in 2008, but his spirit is always
with me as | explore this epic event at this
colossal racetrack.

A feature of this year's Rolex 24 is the debut of a
new top class of sports racing prototypes - the Le
Mans Daytona hybrid (LMDh as it's known in
Europe). This class is also known as Grand
Touring Prototype (GTP) in ‘Merica. GTP entries
are factory racers with powerful internal
combustion engines (ICE) propelling the rear
wheels with about 671 hp. But GTPs also have
electric motors delivering up to 40hp to the front
wheels. However, under Balance of Performance
constraints, the total combined horsepower
cannot exceed 671 at any time. Yes, you read that
right. The technology enabling GTP entries is
much more complicated than that found in street
hybrids. IMSA directed the use an identical hybrid
system by all manufacturers of the GTPs. The
motor-generator unit (MGU), resting between the
engine and the seven-speed Xtrac rear transaxle
is sourced from Bosch and it produces a peak of
40 horsepower.

January 29th, 2023
By Luis A. Martinez

There were a total of nine entries in the top
LMDh/GTP class doubling the number (from two
to four) competing for the overall top trophy:
Acura (2 entries), BMW (2), Cadillac-powered (3)
and Porsche (2). In a panel interview, Roger
Penske, The Captain, explained the impartance of
GTP: “This is a message to the brand CEQs [of
Acura, BMW, Cadillac and Porsche] to help them
build their brands. [Later this season] We're going
to have 12-15 cars running in the top class of
racing.”

Besides the nine factory prototypes running in
GTP, there are four more classes of cars built to
specifications for the IMSA WeatherTech
sanctioned events. They include two mare
prototypes - Le Mans Prototype 2 (LMP2) and Le
Mans Prototype 3 (LMP3). Then there are cars
that most people would recognize with brands
like Acura, Aston Martin, BMW, Corvette, Ferrari,
Lamborghini, Lexus, MclLaren, Mercedes Benz
and Porsche in the GTD Pro and GTD classes. The
preparation specifications for all cars in GTD and
GTD Pro are the same. Readers may ask, then
what is the difference between these two classes?
The difference is the driver. Drivers are classified
and rated by their performance as Bronze, Silver,
Gold or Platinum. In theory, Pro drivers can drive
the same car but get better results. Professionals
merit their own class and are likely to finish ahead
of the GTD drivers - even with cars adhering to
the same specifications. But it doesn't always turn
out that way.

Philip Ellis, a GTD driver of the Mercedes AMG
GT3, was the fastest car in the GTD class at the
Roar Before the 24. Wait, there is more. Ellis beat
all the GTD Pro entries on his way to qualifying
Winward Racing on the pole of GTD faor the Rolex
24 Hours at Daytona, ahead of all GTD and GTD
Pro entries.

In @ meeting at the Media Center convened with
all GTP «class team owners, Roger Penske
recognized that his otherwise unmatched racing

record doesn't include a win in the Rolex 24. "It's
always a goal," said The Captain.

This year's marathon race started at 1:41pm on
Saturday afternoon. That means that the car that
finishes mare laps than any other in 24 hours - by
1:41pm on Sunday - wins this world renowned
sports  car enduro. Why does that need
explaining? Because many people have no idea
that there are sports car races that last 6, 10, 12
and 24 hours, rain or shine, dark or daylight.
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The attrition rate for a race of this length is
considerable. Given that drivers have to stay as
close to the leader of their class as possible,
drivers cling to the lead lap in each of five classes
for hours on end, which is very stressful. As a
result, a lot of unexpected incidents can manifest.
This is especially the case in heavy traffic and with
speed differentials between classes that are quite
significant. The slowest cars ("slow" in comparative
racing terms), generally in the GT Daytona class,
have top speeds of 180mph. The fastest cars, in
GTP, come up on them at 200mph with closing
speeds of about 20+ mph. Doesn't that appear
significant? At those speeds every driver is defying
the laws of physics and working to maintain some
tire caonnection with the pavement. Experienced
with the challenges of racing for 24 hours
including racing overnight into the next day,
owner of the Rahal/Letterman/Lanigan Racing





































































