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IMSA Transitions from DPi to LMDh/GTP
Petit Le Mans at Michelin Road Atlanta

Road Atlanta, GA, October 1, 2022- Let's begin
with the alphabet. There have been a series of
changes recently that leave the racing fan longing
for an updated dictionary or a new glossary of
racing terms. Can someone create a ‘Wikipedia’ of
racing classifications? The substance contained in
acronyms such as DPi, LMDh, GTP and older ones
like GTLM and GTD, while puzzling, are an attempt
by the International Motor Sports Association
(IMSA) to demonstrate the objective of each class
and description of the given series. Daytona
Prototype International, DPi, has just concluded
six seasons and 58 exciting races. The 25th
annual Motul Petit Le Mans at Michelin Raceway
Road Atlanta was the final race for DPi cars in the

IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship.

This change in classification was the
result of collaborative work involving
sanctioning bodies who have replaced the DPi
class - the most technically advanced sports
racing cars - with a new type of car known as the
Le Mans Daytona hybrid (LMDh). The decision to
move in this direction is supported by IMSA and
the Automobile Club de I'Ouest (ACO) in Europe.
For 2023 these organizations are coordinating a
series of nine races in the IMSA schedule. Their
work brings to a close the DPi era of the IMSA
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. As part of
the desired result, LMDh cars will also compete in
the top class of the Fédération Internationale de
['Automobile (FIA'S) World Endurance
Championship (WEC), which includes the 24
Hours of Le Mans in 2023.

Comfortable with the new glossary? Well, the
LMDh-hypercar label didn't last long - LMDh,
which also goes by the rubric 'hypercar’ for the
FIAs WEC in 2023, has been renamed - now it's
the Grand Touring Prototype (GTP) for IMSA
events. The new elements of this classification
combine hybrid race cars and global competition
in the 2023 season.
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Why all the fuss? What's so noteworthy about the
DPi ? A few opinions were gathered by IMSA Wire
Service about the super-fast DPi cars: “It's such an
amazing car,” explains Juan Pablo Montoya,
winner in Formula 1, Indy Car, NASCAR and
Champ Car: “It reminds me of driving a Formula 1
car. You can hustle it around and you still have to
manage it." IMSA Wire Service also informs how
Jimmie Johnson, the seven-time NASCAR Cup
Series champ, praises the DPi. Referring to his
driving stint of the No. 48 Ally Cadillac DPi-V.R at
Watkins Glen International, Johnson reflected: “In
one of these DPi Cadillacs, the pace and effort
you have to drive around that racetrack is

quite impressive, especially comparing
it to my days in NASCAR,” Johnson
said. “In some of

the braking
zones,
the

Bus
Stop
and the
Carousel, it's just

mind-blowing how fast
these cars can travel through
those tight little areas.”

The Petit Le Mans event at Road Atlanta on
October 1, a 10-hour final épreuve for five IMSA
classifications threw a final checkered flag for DPi
cars yielding the track to the next generation of
top-tier prototypes - the IMSA GTP class for 2023.
The racing season for 2023 will commence at the
61st Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona on January 28-29.
Cadillac Racing will enter two full-season Cadillac
V-LMDh cars in the GTP class. Additionally, the
Cadillac V-LMDh will compete in the WEC.

Cadillac is the sole U.S.-based manufacturer who
will field an entry in the GTP class of the FIA WEC
in 2023. The WEC season for 2023 begins March

17 with the 1,000 Miles of Sebring in Florida (not
to be confused with the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of
Sebring on March 18). The racing calendar for
Cadillac also includes participating in the 24 Hours
of Le Mans on June 10-11, 2023.

Cadillac has been dominant in the DPi class with
27 total wins in 58 races. Cadillac also secured
three  team  championships and  three
manufacturer titles. Other manufacturers in the
fray have included Acura (16 wins from 2018-
present), Mazda (seven wins from 2017-21) and
Nissan (four wins from 2017-19).

The new Cadillac GTP is built by Dallara in Italy.
The heart of the machine is a double-overhead
camshaft 5.5-liter naturally aspirated V8. GM
Racing is responsible for the power plants, which
have previously been supported by Earnhardt
Childress Racing. At the Petit Le Mans,
piloting the #01 Cadillac
DPi-V.R, Renger
van der
Zande

commented
on how the car's
smooth profile draws
adoring fans: “When | meet
people who don't follow
motorsports and | show them a
picture of our car, theyre always amazed!
They're like, ‘Wow, that's a spaceship!” Van der
Zande has shared driving stints with Sébastien
Bourdais and Scott Dixon.

But where did the notion of ‘Daytona Prototype’
originate? According to Autopedia: “A Daytona
Prototype is a type of sports prototype racing car
developed specifically for the Grand American
Road Racing Association's (GARRA) Rolex Sports
Car Series as their top class of car, which replaced
their main prototype racing class. They are named
after the main series event, the Rolex 24 at
Daytona.”































